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Effect of Different Supplemental Levels of Discarded Dates and Olive Mill
Pomace on the Performance of Broilers
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ABSTRACT

The present study was conducted at the experimental unit of the department of animal
production, faculty of agriculture, Omar Al - Mukhtar university, El - Bieda, Libya. The primary
objective of this study was to investigate the effects of different levels (0, 5 and 10 %) of equal parts
of discarded dates and olive mill pomace mixture on the performance in commercial broiler. Ninety
birds of Cobb 500 strain aged of 2 weeks were randomly allocated to 3 treatments each containing
3 replicates of 10 birds each. The first group control received only the commercial diet, whereas the
treated groups received the commercial diet including 5 % of discarded dates and olive mill wastes
or 10 % of discarded dates and olive mill wastes. Protein percent was adjusted in treated groups
with SBM (44%)3.5 and 7.0% in treated group respectively. The study continued until the birds
reached forty days of age. The additions led to an improvement in the feed conversion rate, as the
5% treatment recorded a significant improvement (p<0.05) compared to the 10% treatment (1.479
vs. 1.583), as well as in the performance index (177.29 vs 157.89) Also, the protein efficiency was
significantly increased in the 10% treatment compared to either the control or and 5% treatment
(33.5 versus 30.9 and 31.4).

Keywords: Discarded dates, Olive mill pomace, the performance, Broilers.



